
Great Houghton Parish Council -Special Meeting

Great Houghton Parish Council

Those present : 

Chairman : Councillor LD Higginbottom JP
Vice Chairman : Councillor J Bembridge
Councillors : Councillor T Neale, Councillor D Pickett

1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr G West, Cllr A Goddard; Cllr S Joyce, Cllr Y 
Hargreaves, Cllr D Hanson

2 Minutes of the Special Meeting

This was a special public meeting attended by the Police and Crime Commissioner 
Dr Alan Billings, who was  asked to attend in order to provide residents with the 
opportunity to  hear how the Police force are tacking crime.

Before the meeting began copies of Keeping People Safe - the Police and Crime 
Plan for South Yorkshire 2017 - 2021 were distributed to those present. This plan is 
something the Police and Crime Commisioner must produce and it tells the police 
what you the public want them to do, as well as informing  partner agencies, the 
Police and Crime Panel, the Home Secretary and others of what are considered to 
be his priorites given the issues raised by everyone.

The Police and Crime Commissioner's five main responsibilities are

1. Drawing up the POLICE AND CRIME PLAN
This sets out the priorites for policing in South Yorkshire

a) Protecting Vulnerable People
b) Tackling Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour
c)Treatingh People Fairly

In order to make South Yorkshire a safe place in which to live and work.

2. Holding the police to account against those priorites

3. Allocating funding to the police and to services for victims.
from government grants (70%)
from council tax (30%) - by setting the precept

4. Appointing a Chief Constable
who has operational control of thre police

5. Listening to what people say about policing across South Yorkshire 

In addressing those present the Commissioner informed them that

- since 2010 there were approximately 500 fewer police and 80 PCSO's employed in 
running the service.

- the funding formula (No 3 above) is not fair and is disproportionate across the 
country
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- in the future, over half the crimes committed will be internet based, therefore police 
operations / focus is having to change.

- due to a decline in other social/public services the police are now expected to deal 
with non police issues.

- there are problems over all the country when trying to report crimes through the 101
service. A review of the calls received showed over 40% of them having nothing to do 
with the police and therefore did not help the situation. As a result of the problems 
associated with this way of reporting crimes. A new computer based system called 
Smarter Contacts is to be introduced later this year along with other refinements in a 
joint initiative with Humberside Police Force.( It was not know at this time if the new 
system would allow video to be down loaded, but an answer would be provided in 
due course to the Parish Council ). 

- the work / powers of the PCSO's is to be reviewed by the Chief Constable.

- An effort was being made to bring back Neighbourhood Policing Teams as they 
have and can obtain inteligence.

- the British Crime Survey figures were more accurate as they were based on a wide 
general public survey rather than on reported crime figures, which show a decline in 
crime- probably as a result that not all crime is reported as the BCS survey shows,

The members of the public expressed their concerns about

a) the lack of police presence on the streets in the village.
- A shortage of Police Officers was acknowledged, but was unlikely to be increased 
despite all the Police Commissioners collectively campaigning for more money.

b)  Speeding within the village- particularly at Ducky corner  on the High Street.and 
along Thurnscoe Road. 
-The Commissioner stated  that this was a local authority issue, but would look into 

the issue following consultation with the Parish Council. 
It was reported by a Police Officer present that on two separate occasions during the 
summer the mobile speed camera had been operated in the village.
The provision of either cameras, signs and weight restriction limits were requested. 

c) Fly tipping
-  The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had obtained a surveillance camera on 

loan from the Barnsley Neighbourhood Watch Chair for siting on known tipping 
points.

d) Off road motor biking
.- The Police Officer present informed the residents that there were targetted 
operations most weekends, but not necessarily focused in Great Houghton as the 
problem was greater in other areas.

e) A lack of a Neighbourhood Watch Group
-This, the residents were informed, was for them to form not the Parish Council and 

to contact Mr John Hallows the Chair of the Barnsley Neighbourhood Watch 
Committee,or The Police and Crime Commississioner regarding the Police Alert 
function.

f) Non taxed cars parked on the street.
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- This was stated as being an issue for the DVLA

g) The elderly who did not adapt to or have access to modern technology in reporting 
crime, seeking information and other services etc.

General

Please note the full version of the Police and Crime Plan is available on the South 
Yorkshire Police and Crime Commisioner's website. www.southyorkshire-
pcc.gov.uk

Contact details

Office of the South Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner
South Yorkshire Police Headquarters
Carbrook House
5 Carbrook Hall Road
Sheffield
South Yorkshire
S9 2EH

Tel - 0114 296 4150

Email - info@southyorkshire-pccgov.gov.uk

Social media
Facebook  - South-Yorkshire- Police-and-Crime-Commissioner
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